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AGRICULTURE — RAIN 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.28 pm]: I rise very briefly tonight to talk 
about the weather. Anyone who has been outside today will notice that there has been a change in the weather. 
Winter is here and that is particularly good news for those of us in the agricultural sector. This is the first cold 
front of the year and it is bringing some much-needed rains to the southern half of the Agricultural Region. 
I understand that about half an inch, in the old language, or 12 millimetres of rain has fallen around Narrogin and 
west Kulin. That is very good to hear because it has been a particularly dry 18 months in that part of the world 
after the floods of early 2017.  
As members would know, parts of the Shires of Ravensthorpe and Lake Grace have been declared water deficient. 
The Water Corporation is carting water into those areas so that affected farmers can water livestock. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: The rain arrives the day after! 
Hon DARREN WEST: Yes; good work, Water Corporation, if that is what it takes to bring half an inch of rain! 
We will still need more rain, but this is very good news for farmers in that part of the world. Agriculture is a very 
important industry. As the days go on, our yields are reduced. Our crops will need to be harvested by a certain 
time at the end of the year, and every day that we wait for rain is a loss of potential yield. It is very good news that 
the weather is turning around. While anyone who is volunteering on a polling booth on Saturday might be shivering, 
it is not all bad news. A lot of people in our agricultural sector certainly need the rain. We hope it keeps coming. 
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